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iRgerstanding the Craft of Time

The Art
of Value

What should one consider when buying
jewelled timepieces?

hile mot many men in this pant of the world sport

jewelled tmepleces, who knows — a trend may just

s over dme. Meangime, jewelled umepieces
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are sl the favourite accessores of women,
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But what shotld those new 10 jewelled dmepleces conside

¢ s a reflection ol

making thelr firee purshiase? A jJewelled tmsy
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will vou wear yourr jewelled tmepieces

festvle and should De chosen o
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evening functions?™ asks Edc Ong, founder of Bonbeld Traders, o

firm specialising in the repais and servicing of watches, and eliering
customised services for the and precicas

spones, Ong ks alse a Jeweller centified by the Gemologicad Institute of

Ameriza (GIA)

But lewelled threpizces tend w0 be expensive and ot Umes

« excessively priced, yet there are still willing Bayer

percelved (10 OC £

A lewedled timepicce cerainly qualifies as art; and as with

Why?

e of am, s value can be very subjective,” explains Ong

When conskletinge & jeneled timeplece, Ong suggests looking

beyond the 4 Cs, and understanding the crafismanship Involved
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and the exciusiviy (how Lmited (0 nun

7 The higher-end jeweded timepleces tend to be

very exclusive because they are produced in Bmited quantxie:

as wall
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and very exacung
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s and maten

are imposed during the ¢ coduction proces

The brand does play a pan too ard credible names include Cartie

and Tillany, says Ong. Buat do jwelled CMepIeces <

Focondarny matker? “The Gamonds and othet

resale v i]j-J-' in the

peecious stones must be valued as part of e whole when it come

o a jewelkd vity and the brands sanding als

erally, the more exclusive th

play a part in the R

jewelled tmeplece s, the higher the resale vakie

ol i jewelled dmeplece is more than th
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Ong ndds 1

sum of its parts, *15 a Louis Vuliton handbag only worth the vadue

of Its pans?” he asks One must not jorget the craftimanship

involved as well

As a feweller and gem setser, Ong should lonow, Alter all, he also
customises jewellery pleces. “The hbour involved can only |

petformed well by someone who is highly trained. It is difficult to

place a price on such ‘labour’. Moreover, the level of difficulty vanes

from item to item. The value ks derived from the work of an created

For the customised pieces, I yvou can lmagine |t | Gin Create

sones and the work invelved ase so valuabie

But If precions

1 Aechankeal
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* moce saught alter by CO2eC s ¢xolains the

The finiching on the mevement €3

much smaller scaks as

schieve this,” says Ong
Complications aiso add
of & lewelled timepiece, It is the

ta the fin

nents that add o the al value ol




